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asked if he would grant them the Militia " for a time." " By God ! " exclaimed Charles ; " not for an hour." At last he had come to the end of his concessions; from henceforth the revolutionaries must abandon all shadow of legality in their struggle for power and rely on the sword. They appointed new Lord Lieutenants for each county and gave them authority over the Militia. It only remained to be seen which Lord Lieutenants would be obeyed in the crisis.
Charles made his headquarters at York from March 19 till the middle of August. All that time an elaborate paper-war was conducted between him and the Houses of Parliament. Both sides were trying to convince their countrymen that justice, freedom, and safety were faced with bigotry, tyranny, and revolution. Charles had two clever men to help him with his manifestos. Lord Falkland and Edward Hyde, both Members of Parliament, both formerly distinguished among the reformers. They represented the large number of Englishmen who now saw in the new order something narrower, harsher, meaner than the old. Throughout the summer many of the Peers and some of the Commons made their way to York, while in the absence of moderate men the Houses became ever more despotic both in their attitude and their terms. The first act of war took place in April when Hotham, Governor of Hull, shut the gates of that town against the King and his followers. After this incident it was only the difficulty of raising men and money that prevented a Royalist army from taking the field. Though numbers might be equally divided, Parliament held the allegiance of the City of